AOS Latin America/Caribbean Conservation Research (LACCR) Grants CALL FOR
PROPOSALS - 2026

The American Ornithological Society (AOS) is dedicated to the study and conservation of
migratory and resident birds throughout the Americas and the full annual life cycle and
supporting the career development of early-career scientists.

Accordingly, the AOS Conservation Committee
(https://americanornithology.org/about/committees/conservation-committee/) sponsors a
grants program to support early-career scientists from Latin America and the Caribbean
conducting conservation-related research on either migratory or resident birds in those
regions.

NEW in 2026: Online (optional) grant preparation workshop for applicants on 4 February 2026
at 1200 Central Time on Zoom: https://uwyo.zoom.us/j/8561711233. We will provide (in
Spanish and English) guidelines for application, share successful grant writing tips and project
expectations from the evaluation committee, and answer any questions about the process.

Grant amount: Grants (N = 6) of up to $5,000 USD each.

Eligibility and selection criteria:

e Grants will be provided to early career scientists with graduate degrees (either MS or
PhD and within 5 years of graduating) from countries within Latin America and the
Caribbean. Priority will be given to applicants who live and work in the region and
demonstrate strong integration with local communities and institutions. Currently
enrolled students will not be considered but are encouraged to apply for other AOS
student research grants.

o Limited to conservation-related research projects focused on one or more avian species
(resident or migratory) in Mexico, Central America, South America, or the Caribbean.
Projects focused on species of concern (e.g., declining, threatened, or endangered) and
the habitats in which they reside will be ranked more highly than those using model
systems to evaluate hypotheses.

e We seek innovative proposals addressing compelling scientific questions and the
potential for actionable outcomes on species and habitats with immediate conservation
needs. Proposals should explicitly describe how the research will contribute to
mitigating species endangerment and/or habitat management in the 'Conservation
implications' section of the research narrative.




When projects require invasive methodologies, they should be carefully justified in
terms of the need, team qualifications to carry them out, scientific value, and the
impacts to focal birds.

Awardees must be current members of the AOS or be willing to become a

member. Awardees may request a temporary, complimentary membership if financial
hardship precludes being able to join.

Use of funds:

Grant funds may be used as stipend for the researcher and/or field assistants,
equipment, supplies, and travel and living expenses related to field or lab work.
Funds may not be used for travel to meetings, publication costs, overhead, or indirect
costs.

Recipients will be asked to provide a brief financial report within one year of
disbursement.

Deadline and application procedure:

Applications must be submitted via the AOS membership portal
(https://my.americanornithology.org/Forms/Latin-America-Caribbean-Conservation-
Research-Proposals).

Applications must be submitted no later than 27 February 2026 by 11:59 p.m. (EST).
You must click the “Submit” button before the deadline. Submissions received after the
deadline will not be accepted.

You should receive a confirmation email after clicking Submit. If you do not receive a
confirmation email, please contact us (https://americanornithology.org/contact/) to
confirm that your application was successfully submitted.

Announcement of awards will be made by 13 March 2026.

Proposals may be submitted in English, Spanish, Portuguese, or French. Abstracts must
be written in English.

Applicants may use generative Al to help with English translation, but Al should not be
relied upon to compose the main content of the proposal.

The following information will be required to apply:

Section I:

e Name

e Current Institution/Affiliation

e Email address

e Phone number

e Permanent Country of Residence
o Highest degree, and date obtained
e AOS membership status




e Certification that applicants have obtained all necessary permits to successfully,
ethically, and legally conduct the proposed research (Yes or No).

Section II:
¢ Title of proposal
e Abstract in English (200 words maximum)

Section I

Research narrative (Can be in English, Spanish, Portuguese, or French (Word limit =

2000 for Introduction through Conservation implications, excluding the literature cited,

timeline and budget).

¢ Introduction: Should include the relevant and broader context, conservation
problem(s) that the work will address, and the gap(s) in knowledge that the work
will fulfill.

o Project objectives: Articulate the specific questions to be investigated, and
associated hypotheses and predictions.

e Approach and Methods: Provide information for the selection committee to
evaluate the appropriateness and sufficiency of the methods in relation to all study
objectives.

e Conservation implications: Clearly outline how the proposed research will
contribute to avian conservation. Please include a detailed plan for translating
research findings into actionable conservation outcomes, specifying how results will
be communicated to relevant stakeholders, decision-makers, and end-users.

o Literature cited: Any format is fine.

¢ Researcher qualifications: Provide a brief narrative (200 words or less) that
describes the relevant qualifications of the researcher or team and ability to
successfully accomplish the proposed work.

¢ Project timeline: Outline the approximate start date and end date of fieldwork, data
analysis, and manuscript preparation and submission.

e Budget: Provide (1) a cost estimate for the entire project (single value), and (2) a
budget indicating specifically how LACCR funds will be used. Please show in-kind or
matching funds if available. Please include the following categories for the LACCR
budget: Salary/Stipends, Housing/Food, Travel, Equipment and Supplies, and Other
Expenses. Clearly indicate what is being requested in each category. All amounts
should be in U.S. dollars.

Section IV: (Additional supporting document):

e Curriculum vitae

Other requirements:

Grantees must submit an interim report describing project progress and grant
expenditures to date within one year of the receipt of funds, and, if appropriate,
thereafter at regular intervals based on the approved schedule of activities. In addition,
grantees must submit a brief video (1.5 to 2 minutes) summarizing project progress and

—



key highlights. Videos will be shared on AOS social media channels and the Conservation
Committee webpage.

e Within one year of the completion of the funded project, grantees must submit a full
report, including introduction, methods, main results, final breakdown of expenditures,
and how study results contributed to avian conservation. Additionally, grantees must
provide a final video (1.5 to 2 minutes) summarizing the overall achievements and
conservation outcomes of the project for dissemination via AOS social media and the
Conservation Committee webpage.

e Publications resulting from the research project must acknowledge the support of an
AOS LACCR grant. Publications will be listed on the AOS website and made available in
accordance with journal copyright restrictions.

For assistance with grant proposal submission or any other questions, please contact Dr. Anna
Chalfoun achalfou@uwyo.edu, or AOS Conservation Committee Co-Chair Dra. Angelina Ruiz
Sanchez at angruiz@uv.mx.

—



